CHAPTER 10
The Baby's Father
Fathers in the Making* No, unfair as it may seem, baby
cannot choose his own father; hut his grandparents can do much
toward making a good selection for him* We women sometimes
fuss about the men, and wonder why husbands are not different
and why fathers are not just what they should be, Hut I wonder
if we ever stop to think that we as mothers have the fathers in
the making, and that if they don't turn out just as we would like
to have them, perhaps it is our own fault. May it nut be true
that baby's father fails just to the extent that baby s &rand-
mother (to say nothing of grandfather) failed in training the
potential father for parenthood?
And what about the fathers-to-be, who are our sons? We do
not often think of that part of it, and the question of fatherhood
and family responsibility is never mentioned to the developing
father until the die is cast, the mold is set; and in the early train-
ing no provision is made for this, the big responsibility of a man's
life. No wonder fathers often do not amount to much when it
comes to the responsibility of parenthood ami child rearing, !t is
easy to see why such care is usually left to the mother > ;mdt be-
cause mother is unequal to the big task that really belongs to
both parents, the child loses out in his training. Surely we have
here a vicious circle established; and our only hope lies in our
younger parents' rising to the occasion, and beginning early to
prepare their sons for the right kind of parenthood,
Training for Fatherhood. I heard a mother of boys say
just the other day, "I have determined to bend every effort
toward training my boys to be good husbands and fathers. In
all I plan and do for them, I am going to keep in mind that some
day tiiey are going to be the heads of families; ami the faults !
see in the men of my generation I am going to do my best to
train out of my boys while their dispositions am! minds art* still
pliable." So let every woman who groans over the thoughtless-
ness of her husband and of men In general see to it that sin* is
not preparing her boys for just such thoughtlessness when tlwy
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